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Abstract

We present a detailed derivation of the renormalization group equations for two
dimensional electromagnetic Coulomb gases whose charges lie on a triangular lattice
(magnetic charges) and its dual (electric charges). The interactions between the
charges involve both angular couplings and a new electromagnetic potential. This
motivates the denomination of “elastic” Coulomb gas. Such elastic Coulomb gases
arise naturally in the study of the continuous melting transition of two dimensional
solids coupled to a substrate, either commensurate or with quenched disorder.

1 Introduction

The understanding of defect-mediated phase transitions in two dimensions
relies on the renormalization group study of Coulomb gases (CG). In the
simplest examples of the O(2) or XY model, the criticality of the Kosterlitz-
Thouless phase transition is described using the scalar Coulomb Gas[12]. In
this case, the charges correspond to the integer topological charges of the XY
vortices, which interact via the 2D Coulomb (In) potential. If we perturb the
XY model by a p-fold symmetry breaking potential (the so called clock model),
the previous scalar CG has to be extended : the clock potential translates
into magnetic scalar charges[10]. These magnetic charges mutually interact
via the same Coulomb potential, and their coupling with electric charges is
a Aharonov-Bohm potential [11]. This scalar electromagnetic CG has been
studied using the real-space renormalization techniques [10,17], which provide

Preprint submitted to Elsevier Science 18 July 2007



the critical properties of the initial clock model. Moreover, the phase transi-
tions of various two dimensional models, such as the Ashkin-Teller model, the
g-state Potts model, and the O(n) model can be studied using these scalar
CG techniques[11,17].

An extension of the scalar (electric) Coulomb gas is required in the study of
the continuous melting transition of a two dimensional solid[15]. This exten-
sion is twofold : (i) the topological charges of two dimensional dislocations
are Burgers vectors instead of integers and (ii) the interaction between these
vector charges consist of the usual 2D Coulomb potential (i.e In interaction),
and an angular interaction which couples the charges to the vector rys join-
ing the two defects!. This angular interaction spoils the conformal invariance
of the In CG. The renormalization group study of the conformally invariant
case was achieved in ref. [14]. Studying the melting transition in the general
case amounts to consider the perturbation by marginal conformal (rotation)
symmetry-breaking operators of the previous conformal fixed point. The study
of the corresponding vector CG was performed in [16,20]. The natural exten-
sion of this vector CG to the electromagnetic case arises in the study of two
dimensional melting in the presence of a translation symmetry breaking po-
tential, e.g a coupling to a substrate via a periodic modulation of the density,
as in Ref. [16]. Such a general vector electromagnetic CG has never been stud-
ied to our knowledge, and it is the purpose of the present paper to derive the
RG equations describing its scaling behavior to lowest order. A preliminary
study, motivated by the problem of a substrate with quenched disorder [6] was
published some time ago, and involved a replicated VECG [7]. The present
study provides a complete and general derivation of the RG equations valid
for any type of substrate (periodic and/or disordered). The VECG studied
here can be viewed as an extension to the vector/elastic case of the scalar
electromagnetic CG [17], and an extension to the electromagnetic case of the
vector CG of [16,20]. As we will see, the elasticity manifests itself not only
in the angular interactions of the electric/electric and magnetic/magnetic po-
tentials, but also into the electric/magnetic interaction which is no longer a
simpler Aharonov-Bohm potential.

Before turning to a more precise definition of our model, let us mention the
field theoretical approach to the CG problem. The scalar electromagnetic CG
admits an equivalent Sine-Gordon field theoretical formulation [19]. Its scaling
behavior in the electric case was derived in Ref. [1]. Extension to the electro-
magnetic CG case were considered in [2,3] (see also [5]), which included in

! This angular interaction is a manifestation of the microscopic nature of the dis-
locations, which can be viewed as additional half-line of atoms inserted in the
lattice[13]. A pair of dislocations of opposite Burgers vectors, which is an extra
segment of atoms, has obviously some preferred orientation with respect to the
initial regular lattice.



particular parafermionic operators[9]. This electromagnetic In —CG was ex-
tended to consider charges in higher groups[4], as well as relations with string
theory models. In these generalized Toda field theories, the CG charges appear
as root vectors of Lie algebra, and the charges of the SU(3) Toda field theory
can be identified with Burgers vectors of a triangular lattice. In this perspec-
tive, our present study corresponds to an extension to the non-conformal case
where angular interactions are included of the SU(3) study of Boyanovsky
and Holman .

The paper is organized as follows : in section 2, we derive the CG formulation
of an elastic solid coupled to a substrate. We consider explicitly two impor-
tant cases : the case of a periodic commensurate substrate, and the case of a
random pinning substrate. This allows to define the general vector “elastic”
CG which is the subject of this paper. In section 3, the renormalization group
equations for this general CG are derived to order one loop, using a real space
procedure similar in spirit to the method described in [17]. The results are
summarized in Section 4. Finally, in section 5 these equations are restricted
to the original elastic models. Due to the complexity of the present derivation
we have deferred to a separate publication the study of these RG equations
for the various models.

Notations

Throughout this paper, we use the notations [, = [d*" = [12°dxdy and
J7 = J d*q/(2m)?. The notation 7 corresponds to vectors in the two dimensional
plane, originating from either the direct or dual lattice, while boldfaces A
denote vectors in the replica space. Vectors both in replica and two dimensional
plane A; , are denoted A. The sum over repeated (real space or replica) indices
will be assumed : .
Ai,aBi,a = Z Z Ai,aBi,a (1)
i=1,2a=1
and we use the convolution notation

A BI(7) = [ A)B(-7) 2)
which for a density of charges b(7) = ¥, bad(F — 7)) reduces to

1,7=1,2 af3

Unless otherwise stated, the indices ¢, 7, k, [ will correspond to real space in-
dices i = 1,2; a, b, c,d to replica indices between 1 and n; and greek indices
a, 3 label the charges in a collection of charges. The notation é corresponds
to the unit vector é/|e].



Fig. 1. Representation of a hexagonal lattice we will consider in this paper. The 6
vectors €1 2 3 are the unit vectors of the original lattices (here the lattice spacing
has been set to ag = 1), and the 6 unit vectors £G;—; 2 3 lies on the dual lattice.

2 The model
2.1 Elastic description of a pinned two dimensional crystal

2.1.1 Two dimensional elastic energy

In this paper, we will consider a crystal with hexagonal symetry (see Fig.1).
For such a lattice, the elasticity is isotropic, and the elastic energy is given by
the harmonic hamiltonian|[13]

, . 1 .
Holi) = 5 [ 7wy (A Cujpaun(7) = 5 [ @7 (2 + i) ()
1 d*q
=5/ Gy @@~ (5)
with Ciji = p(0ixdji + 0u0j5) + A0;j0p where A, are Lamé coefficients, and
the tensor u;; is defined by 2 Ujj = %(@uj + 0ju;). For later convenience, it is

useful to define the local stress tensor o,; = Cjjum = 2pu;; + Ajjurs,. The
elastic matrix ®;;(¢) is given by

Qii(q) = C11q2Pz‘?(q_) + 066921{)5((7) ;e =2+ N cee = [ (6)

2 Note that we have neglected the nonlinear component of Usj.




where c11, cgg are respectively the compression and shear modulii, and A,  the
Lamé coeflicients of the crystal. We have used the projectors Pzg (@) = ¢iq;,
PL(q) = ¢4 = 6ij—G:q;. In this expression, @ is a smooth displacement field,
which corresponds to the long wavelength distortions of the original lattice.
Within the context of elasticity, it must satisfy the condition |u(r) — @(7 +
€:)| < ag, where €; is one of the unit vectors of the original lattice, and aq the
lattice spacing. To go beyond this elastic description of the lattice distortions,
one must allow for dislocations, which are the topological excitations of this
elastic model.

2.1.2 Two dimensional dislocations

A two dimensional (edge) dislocation located in 7, is characterised by its
topological charge called the Burgers vector by. This Burgers vector lies on the
original lattice, and for most of our purpose, we will restrict ourselves to unit
Burgers vectors corresponding to one of the six €;,7 = 1,...6. By definition,
this Burgers vector corresponds to the increment of the displacement field
when surrounding the dislocation :

7{ @(7) dl = aoh (7)

where the contour integral circles around 7,, and we choose to consider di-
mensionless Burgers vectors b. A collection of dislocations can be described
by the Burgers vector density

b(F) = > bad (¥ = 7a) (8)

This density of dislocations induces a density of strain relaxed by a displace-
ment field i4(7), derived in appendix A, and given by[18§]

Uq,i(7) = ;—; [Gij * bs] (7) = ;—; > G (7= 70) bay 9)

with Gyy(7) = 8, @(7) + 2, Glr) + ey Hy(r)  (10)
11 11

The potential ®(7) gives the angle between the vector 7 and e.g the €] vector,
G(7) corresponds to the usual (e.g lattice) Coulomb potential and H;;() is an
angular potential. We regularize these potentials with a hard cut off : using
0(|7] — ag) = 1 if |¥] > ap and 0 otherwise, they are defined as

o) = (1 () +)in-a) 611+ i067 =1 () 11 - o
(1)
() = (252 — 20 ) 6017 — ao) (12)




where z = r, 4 ir,, c is an arbitrary constant, and we have defined for later
convenience the logarithmic potential G(7). In the presence of dislocations,
the displacement field splits into the above component i,(7) induced by the
dislocations themselves, and an independant smooth phonons part () :
U(r) = Upn(7) + tq(r). Without any perturbation, the usual melting transition
is studied by performing explicitly the integral over the smooth phonons field
in the partition function. One is left with the partitition function of Coulomb
gas with vector charges l;a, whose scaling behavior describes the KTHNY melt-
ing transition. However, with translation symmetry breaking perturbations,
this usual (magnetic) Coulomb gas must be extended to a electromagnetic
gas, as explained below.

2.2 Breaking the translation symmetry

In this paper, we will consider a two dimensional crystal coupled to a substrate
modeled by a potential V' (7) coupling directly to the density p(7) of the lattice.
This coupling adds to the elastic Hamiltonian (4) an energy

Hy = [ o)V () (13)

which explicitly depends on @ instead of w;;, reflecting the breaking of the
translation symmetry. This symmetry breaking corresponds to the situation
where the density p(7) and the potential V' () have some harmonics in common
corresponding to a reciprocal lattice vector G.In the following, we will consider
either the case of a periodic potential commensurate with the lattice, or a
random pinning potential. In both cases, we can consider that [V (7) = 0.
We decompose the lattice density as

p(7) = po (1 — Onuy(P) + ) eié(m(f’”) + h.o.t. (14)

G+£0

where the G are reciprocal lattice vectors. Similarly, the coupling (13) reads :

/Fp(f‘)v(f’) — _/F(pov(ﬂ)aiui(F)+%LZ (Véeﬂ'@.ﬁ(ﬁ + Vféei@ﬂm) (15)
G#0

where we have defined V; = pOV(f')eié'F. Upon coarse graining (or in an effec-
tive long wavelength hamiltonian), only the reciprocal lattice vectors common
to V() and p(7) will survive. In the above equation, the primed sum is on
these common reciprocal lattice vectors corresponding to a non vanishing Vi,
which exists in the cases considered. In the following, we will restrict ourselves
only to these vectors in common G of minimum length. They correspond to
the most relevant perturbations near the pure melting transition.



2.2.1 Periodic commensurate substrate

In the case of a periodic and commensurate substrate, we can use the symme-
try Viz = V5 to rewrite the second term of (15) as

/ z 2— cos (G.a(7)) (16)

As previously mentionned, we will restrict ourselves to the three reciprocal
lattice vectors Ga 12,3 of minimal length |G1| arlsmg in this sum. We will
also use below the unit vectors Ga:Lg,g = G,/ \Ga\. In addition, a periodic
substrate modifies the elastic part of the energy by generating a new term
coupling the orientations of the lattice to the substrate. Defining the local
orientation 0(F) = $(dyuy — dyu,), this new term can be written as

SHy = % / 62(7) (17)

where v is a new elastic constant. This term is non zero even in the floating
solid phase where the direct coupling (16) is irrelevant, and must thus be
included.

Finally, we focus on the case of weak perturbations : to first order in Vg, we
can expand the cosine coupling into

€xp (2—|Z§f| > cos (éaﬁ(F))) ~ 1+ —|Zif| > eilG (). 4(7)

m(F)=+G1,£G2,+G3
V., | ) (7). 17(7)

Syl

T?L(F):O,iGi:Lg,g

ez\éﬂm(m@(f)
(18)
Defining a fugacity Y'[0,m] for the formal charges m(7) as
- V
V[0, m] = y™™ with y = =1 (19)

we rewrite the partition function of the perturbed lattice as
7z = /duph /d Gl (HZYUmF)) (20)
ey,

1 -
exp <_ﬁ {u(d)(r)Czjklul(cl)(r) (F)kalukl (ﬁ*“ (ﬂclfkluk];h)(ﬂ}>

exp ( 21T ’7‘92) exp ( |G1| /m F) 4 4 g ) (F’))



Plugging the expression (9) for @@, and integrating over the gaussian dis-
placement field @""), we obtain three contributions to the remaining action:

=§2(HEZYmmWOem(ﬂwa+ﬂWM+SWWM) (21)

By \ 7 )

The dislocation interaction is given by the usual form extended to include the
7 coupling (see appendix A) :

1
S/l = = [ Coal (22)
dcesy 4ees(c11 — Co)

:__0 bi ()b (—7)— 67 pL 00T T8 pT 2
[ (@~ | e Ph) + =P ) (23)

N - - Ec T

= - Z (K1ba-bsG (7 — 73) = Kabaibs i Hig(7o = 7)) = = > baba

a;é,@ «
(24)
where the inverse Fourier transform of

fiy(§) = q’ (Api? + BPZ-?) (25)

was determined as

A+B

o) = [0 = e 1@ =02 (s ere) + 2P ) (26)

providing the following expressions for the coupling constants

2 — A
Ky = ag. ce6(c11 — Ces) L GeeY )\ _ ao w(p+ ) LW (27)
'l C11 Ce6 + Y 7l \ 2p+ A Wy

Note that the dislocation core energy FE. in (24) arises from the standard
continuum approximation (11) of the lattice Coulomb interaction G(r), and
the use of the neutrality condition [ Z;(F) = 0. From now on, the core energy
E. will be incorporated in a fugacity for the b charges:

with g=e 7. (28)

The interaction between the m charges follows from the gaussian integration



i) = S8 [ @0 my (@) (20)
q
_ 1 GAPT GiPT  r
2 /(jm,(q_') ( c11¢? Bt (ce6 +’Y)q2pij m;(4) (30)

l\DI»—t

> (K3t G (o — T3) — Kyma g i Hij(To — 75))
-y

— 7 g MMy (31)

with the coupling constants

T|G,|? 1 1 TIG,? ( 1 1
Ky = Gl ( i—): <A1 ( + ) (32)
ce6 +7  C11 4m w4y 2u+ A

The core energy E, will incorporated from now on into the bare fugacity
Y'[0, m]. Finally the cross coupling comes from the last term in? (20) :

st — Gl 5 )G 7)) ()
= izﬁjmi(Fa) <<5@] “02‘;;1‘ O(7, — 75) + Ks€;G(F — 73)
+ K Hi (To — Fg)) bi(r3) (34)
with
R . =L R e

Defining the potential
Vi (K1, Ko, 7) = K16;;G(7) — Ko Hij(7) (36)

we can rewrite the above partition function as that of a Coulomb gas with
both electric and magnetic vector charges :

—

Z= 3 1Yo ] exp SB(7a), (7)) (37)
{Ta (T’a)m(ra)} @

3 Note that, as a consequence of the hard-core regularization of the potentials (11),
one can use indifferently a sum over distinct charges (3_,.4) or not (3_, 5) in the
expression below.



with the action

-

N ms 1 S
S[o(7a), m(ra)] = 5 D baiVij (K1, Ky, 7o — 75)bg,;

o
1 — —
+ 5 Z M ;i Vij (K3, Ka, 7o — T3)Mg,j
o#f
. aolGh| -, S
+1 Z M 5ij o (I)(Ta — Tﬁ) + ‘/;k;(Kfn K@)ij bﬁJ
a#p

(38)

2.2.2 Substrate Disorder

In the case of a substrate disorder, the potential V'(#) which couples to the
local density of atoms of the crystal is random : its distribution will be taken
as gaussian, with variance

V(RA)\V (™) = h(F— ) (39)

where h(7 — ") is a short range correlator and here and below - denotes
an average over the disorder V. The two first contributions from the Fourier
decomposition (15) are

H‘;[ﬁ] _ /F (%Uz‘juij +2\/Ym Y cOS (éyﬁ('F) + (bu(fj)) (40)

v=1,2,3
where 0;; is a random stress field, arising from the long wavelength part of
the disorder potential V(7). It induces local random compression/dilation and
shear stress. Its correlator is parametrized as

O'Z‘j(’lj)O'kl(’F’) = 5(’/7— ’F,) [(AH — 2A66)5ij5kl + A66(5ik5jl + 5115]k)] (41)
whose bare values, derived from (15) are:
A =pohg_g 3 De6=0 5 Ym=pohg_g /T (42)

where pg is the mean density. The second part of the disorder comes from the
first harmonic of V' (7) with almost the same periodicity as the lattice, i.e. it is
proportional to /¥, the amplitude of the ¢~ G, component of V(7) occuring
n (15). Since it is not invariant under a uniform shift of « it is usually called
the pinning disorder. The random phase field in (41) is uniformly distributed
over [0, 27] and satisfies

<€i(¢u(r)_¢u’(7ﬂ))> = 51/7”/52(7?— 7_",) (43)

The G, are the first reciprocal lattice vectors (of modulus G2 = 1672/3a2 ).

10



The average over the disorder fields ¢, () and o;;(7) is performed using the
replica trick introducing the replicated field @*(r), a = 1,...n, and the corre-
sponding replicated Burgers charge (7). One defines:

75 H [ i (H Iy m) m

and consider the limit n = 0. We focus on the case of weak pinning disorder
Ym, and expand the exponential of the cosine coupling in (40) as in (18) and
perform the disorder average in (44):

exp (—2\/y_m 3 icos (Gyaie(7) + <bl,(f’))) (45)

v=1,2,3 a=1
=ltyn 3o 3 &HTOTO 0@ (46)
a,b=1v=1,2,3
= Y + Z Y[O, ma]e—i\GﬂZa ey (47)
me(7)

The replicated m charges have initially two opposite non zero components:
1% = Gy (Japy — Oapy) With by # by, 1 < by, by <m,v=1,2,3  (48)

However, under the fusion process of the renormalization procedure, we will
have to consider charges obtained as the sum of these initial charges. These
general charges will be characterized by the property >, m® = 0. Their bare
fugacity, introduced in the above formula, reads

V(0,117 = \/gmee ™ (49)

To introduce dislocations one can now follow the same steps as in Section
2.2.1 splitting i, = @®" + @@, The average over the random stress tensor

(41) leads to the replicated elastic matrices
A =6 — Ay B =0 — Agg ;YT =07 — A, (50)

Hence, by the same technique as in the case of the commensurate regular
substrate, we obtain a Coulomb gas description (38) of the random model,
albeit with coupling constant K, ¢ which are now replica matrices involving
products and inverses of the replica elastic matrices (50)

11



Ky = ;_T (066(011 — ce6)C1y £ ooy (Cos + ’Y)*l) (5la)
Ky = T'f;‘z ((eos +7) 7" £ 7 (51b)
hs = a02|f1| (cescrs — 7(7 +ce6) ") (5lc)
Ko = N 1, — it =105+ o) (514)

and thus contain information both about elastic constants and longwavelength
disorder. The only other modification is the nature of the m charges, detailed
above.

2.3  FElectromagnetic Coulomb gas with vector charges

2.3.1 Definition

To study the scaling behaviour of the two above models with and without
disorder, it appears necessary to consider a general electromagnetic Coulomb
gas with vector charges. In full generality, we will consider replicated charges
b“ m® of n components. Each component of the Burgers charges b lies on
the direct lattice, while components of the m® charges are reciprocal lattice
vectors. Any additional condition on the allowed charges, specific to the model
considered, will be detailed at a later stage of the study. Our derivation of the
renormalization equations will stick to the most general model. The partition
function of this Coulomb gas is defined by

Z = > 1Y [ba, o] exp S[2 (), (7)) (52)
{Tav (T’a)v (Fa)} @

where the sum counts each configuration of indistinguishable charges only
once. These configurations correspond to electromagnetic charges b me, la-
belled by the index «, both located in 7, which belongs either to a lattlce
(lattice Coulomb gas) or to the continuum plane with a hard core constraint
(see eq. (11)). These configurations satisfy a neutrality condition :

Zgg:ngzﬁfor eacha=1,...,n (53)

12



The action of this Coulomb gas reads

7= > 1 a a ab — —
Sba(T0), Ma(Ta)] = 2 Z ba,i‘/;j(Klbv K2bv Ta — Tﬁ)b%,j

a#B
1
5 20 mi Vi (K5, {0 7 — s
a#B
. a a )\ — — al al
+1 Z Mai <5z'j5 bi (T — T3) + Vik(KEJbv K6b>€kj> b%vj
a#p

(54)

where the interaction potentials V;; has been defined in (36), and the coupling
matrices K; in section (2.2.1) for the commensurate potential, and in (51) for
the pinning random potential. We also define the geometrical factor

)\.:p == a0|él|. (55)

where \p = 4w/ V/3 for the triangular lattice, and ¢ = 27 for the square
lattice. Defining charge densities as

D7) = WO =) o () = 27— ) (56)

we can express this partition function as

2= % ew( [T mYB@m0) oosFOG] 60

(B (7),me (7) } 0
with 4

—

1 1
SIB(), () = 5 Vig (K, K)o St s Vig (K3, K)o

J

A
+ im& * (@-jéabi@ + Vin(KE, Kgb)ekj> # b) (58)

This is a vector generalisation of the 2D scalar electromagnetic coulomb gas
and of the electric vector coulomb gas which enter the standard study of
melting.

4 Note that the angle ® being defined up to a constant, the model is defined for
configurations satisfying > >, Egmg = 0. This condition is satisfied in a bare
model consisting of a collection of purely electric (m = 6) and purely magnetic
(Ba = 6) charges. Without this condition, a change of definition of the angle ® —
® + 0y is accompanied by a redefinition of the fugacities for composites charges :
Y [b,m] — Y [b,m] exp[—ifpb.m].

13



2.3.2  Electromagnetic duality

In 2D coulomb gas, the Kramers-Wannier duality corresponds to the inter-
change of electric and magnetic charges : b < m. In the usual scalar ECG,
this corresponds to the interchange of strong and weak coupling regimes of
the theory : g «<» 1/g where g is the coupling constant of the ECG. For the
present general VECG, this duality transformation can be inferred by by writ-
ing explicitly the action (58) as

—

SO0 () = 5 3 [ G F5)G 1) = K5 (o) ) = 5025

1 ac —>a ,2C ac —=a N —>C A 1 —>a ,2C
3 3 K i) G ran) — K3 (83 70 (7557s) — 5 i 175) )|
e
. a T D
+ zgﬁ [(176.H3) 5= B (o)
1

R (F)5)Gaa) — Ka° (12 7an) (B 700) — 5 12 (59)3)) |
with the convention aj = €;;a;. Inspection of the above expression, and the

relation® 7;7; + 775 = 0 (or Hy;(#+) = —Hg;(7)), shows that performing
the simultaneous change:

(ba,lﬁa) - (b; = Iﬁ(J:v_a rﬁla = bi) (59>
and
K1—>K{:Kg y K3—>Ké:K1 (60)
K2 — Ké == —K4 y K4 — Klll == _K2 (61)
K5 — Ké—] = —K5 y K6 - Ké = —K6 (62)

leaves the action unchanged. This is the duality transformation. Note that the
symmetry by orientation change B — —B (or time reversal) corresponds to
i — —i. It affects only the b/m interaction.

3 Renormalization of the Coulomb gas

The renormalization of this electromagnetic Coulomb gas goes along the lines
of the Coulomb gas with scalar charges (Nienhuis) : upon increasing the real
space cut-off ay — age® (corresponding to the size of the charges), we have

5 Note also the useful relation fiij — fjfil = —€;;

14



to consider three different processes : (i) the simple rescaling of the parti-
tion functions’s integration measures and the Coulomb interaction, (ii) the
screening or annihilation of charges, corresponding to the modification of the
Coulomb interaction of distant charges by two opposite charges distant by
less than the new cut-off age?, and (iii) the fusion of charges when two non-
opposite charges distant by less than the new cut-off have to be considered as
a new single charge at the new scale. We will consider successively this three
processes.

3.1 Reparametrization

Simple rescaling of the cut-off ag — age® into the integration measure (d?7/a?)
and and the Coulomb interaction (from the terms containing In(r/ag)) results
in the eigenvalue

. 2 1 _’G/ a —>a 2 a . a a . 2
0,Y[b,m| = (2 -5 (b DE® +m mb K + 2ims eijb?KEJb)) Y[b,m] (63)

3.2 Fusion of charges

We consider the situation where two charges (by, m;) and (by, 1) located in
71 and 7, are distant by less than the rescaled cutoff : ag < |p] < age™ where
we define § = 7, — 7. The part Si» of the action (58) involving these two
charges can be decomposed into their mutual interaction and the interaction
with the rest of the charge configuration Syo = S12+ > ax12512/a - From now
on, we will use the notation

V((fl))z] = ‘/;j(Kilb’ Kgb) 3 V(g,l))z] = ‘/;j(Kgb’ Kgb) (64)
A
G = 5@75‘“’%@ + e Vi (K5, Kg°) (65)

With this notation, the mutual interaction between charges 1 and 2 reads

S12(P) = V(s (P + mA, VS iy (P)m3,
+i (m§ G ()b + m3 G (—p)bh ;) (66)

Similarly the interaction between this pair and another charge « is written as

__1a ab — — b a ab — — b
5172/04 = b1,z‘v(1),z'j<rl - Ta)ba,j + ml,iv(:a),z‘j (71 — Ta)ma,j

+i (m§ G (R — Tl + m G (P — TV ) + (1 2) (67)
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The part of the partition function involving the two charges (Bl,rﬁl) and
(by, my) can be written as®

e v (I

(61/27ﬁ11/2)€{6a7ma} *

1 Y[Ba, ma]Y [by, 10, ]V [by, mgle 2 2azieSiia (68)

a#1,2

We are interested in the correction of order dl coming from this partial parti-
tion function. To proceed, two cases must be distinguished : either the total
charge in non zero, or b, + by = M, + my = 0. The first case corresponds to
the fusion of charges considered below, and the second to the annihilation of
charges (or Debye screening of the interactions), which will be considered in
the next section.

In the first case we have 61 + 62 # 0 or/and m; + my # 0. This gives af-
ter coarse graining a non zero effective charge located in B = (7, + 73)/2. To
proceed, we assume a low density for the Coulomb gas, which amounts to con-
sider that all interdistances 7, — 73 between the remaining charges are much
larger than ag. This allows to perform a gradient expansion of the integrand
exp (5172 + D at1,2 Sa). The first non-vanishing term of this expansion is sim-
ply the term of order 0 for the fusion of charges. To this order, the correction
(68) simply reads

2= 25
Zio=dl 3 ( 11 /d TaY[Ba,rﬁa]) R

2 2
. . a a
(By 98y jp)€{bama} \@F1,2 0
(By1,m1)+(Bg,mg)#(0,0)

Y[Bh Iﬁl]Y[BQ, ms] (/ dﬁesm) e2oar12 502/ | O(dl*) (69)

where we have used the notation [ dp for the integral on the unit circle fo% dos.
The term (69) will correct the partition function over the same final config-
uration of charges, including the new effective charge in R. To order 0 in
the gradient expansion, 3, 2 512/ Provides exactly the correct interaction
between the new charge and the rest of the configuration. Thus the above
partition function can be absorbed into a correction to the fugacity for non
zero charges

&Y[B, m| = Z A(ghrﬁl);(g%rﬁg)y[gl, IﬁﬂY[BQ, my,|  (70)

(b1,101)+(b2,m2)=(b,m)
where the numerical factor
A(Bhrﬁl);(gg,lﬁg) = /dﬁexp(5[<b17rﬁ1)§ (b2, my)]) (71)

6 Note that the multiple integral should be restricted to the domain |7, — 73| > ag
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with the action S[(by, m;): (b, ms)] given by (66) with p = aj

—

S[(by, 11 ); (by, o)) = — (by)¢(b) K5 Hyj(p) — (1hy)¢ (o) K{ Hy ()
Ao -

(02 (B2)f 22(5) — (1) () K Hoa ()
() (B2 52(5) — 101 (B2} K er, Hia)

(72)

In the case Ky = K4, = Kg = 0, the angular integration (71) provides the con-
strainst 3, ; ((rﬁl)f(bg)? + (rﬁg)f(bl)?) = 0 upon fusion, implying that the
condition }, me.b® = 0 is preserved. Unlike the scalar case, this is not suffi-

cient to forbid the generation of composite charges. For arbitrary Ky, Ky, K,
these composite charges will certainly be generated upon coarse-graining.

3.8  Annihilation of charges : the screening

Now we consider the situation of two opposite charges 61 +62 = m; +my = 0.
The correction to the partition function coming from the configurations with
these opposite charges still take the form of (68), with the condition b, =
—62; m; = —my. This condition implies that the first term of the gradient
expansion, considered in (69), now only provides a constant term to the free
energy, which we will neglect. To get the first non-trivial corrections to the
system’s thermodynamics, we have to consider this gradient expansion up to
second order. To this purpose, we expand the action S} 5/, in powers of p, i.e

of ag, with charges 61 /2, My /5 now located in R. In the present case the terms
of order 0 and 2 vanish as the pair 1,2 is neutral, and we obtain

5172/«1 = bcf,i/)nanv(cfl)),ij( - Fa)bg,j + miz‘pnan‘/(?ﬂl))7ij<R - Fa)mg,j

R
+i (M pn0,Gel (R — Fa)bh; — me i@y Get (7o — RO ) + O(af) (73)

Expanding the second exponential to second order in ag, the correction (68)
takes the form ”

3> Y[by,m,]Y[-by, —ri]

(b1,my)

| —

Lo = Z ( H /d2§aY[Ba,rﬁa])

. a
{ba,rﬁa} a#1,2 \o#L2 0

1 S a S aS S[ ] 74
/ /0<|,;~|<aoedz ao ( +Z 12/0 T3 Z 1,2/ 12/5) ( )

7 Notice the 1 factor in front of the sum over (by, 1), which accounts for the

indiscernability of the charges 1 and 2.
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with S} 9/ given by (73) and S[by, 1] by (66) with by = —by, iy = —1iy; :

U

b1, 7] = =B Vil (P)01 5 — miL V& (P)mi
—i (m{, G (P, +mi G (—pbL ) (75)

As explained above, the first term can be neglected as it renormalizes by a
constant the free energy. The second term vanishes by the symmetry p— —p
of the integral. Using [ d?p/a2 = dl [ p (where the last integral runs over the
unit circle), the correction from (74) that we will focus on can be written
explicitly as®

Za= Y (H / d?Y[Ba,maJ)%zdsuﬁa,ma);(&,rﬁﬁn

{Bo, Mo },a#1,2 \0FL2 0 a,p
(76)
with the (correction to the) action
dS[(ba, My ); (bg, M) = (77)
]_ — N — N — ~ Qrr Ml A A
as Y Y[bl,ml]Y[—bl,—ml]/dQR/dpeS[bl’ pan
(b1 ,1i1)

[bcll,ias‘/(%l)),ijbg,j + miz’as‘/(?il)),ijmgz,j +1 (miiasgijbbgz,j + mg,jﬁsgj-’fb‘f’i)]

c cd d c cd d . c cdid d dcic
X [bmatv(l),klbﬁ,l +m1 O ViE) m, + 1 (ml,katgkl g, + m5,0: 9 1,k) 1

8 Note that similarly to the case of the scalar Coulomb gas, the term « = /3 in this
sum generates a renormalisation of order Y3 to the fugacity Y[b, m], which will be
neglected in the present study.
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This correction to the action between two charges can be rewritten as

ds[(baa ma) (bﬁ’ mﬁ)] (78)

ab;ed — abcd
b bﬁl[wﬂm[ﬂ Diabed | ) 4 i) 1V
1)7cd;a — ab;c
[ M) ISV (Fag) — [M]%6 o [1)% (7

3,3)1ab;cd — abdc
- mﬁl[wﬂmk[ﬂ () 4 A I L (o

1,3)7abscd — )7ab,dc
+bgjmﬁl[[M2]st zk[[( )]s zytkl( ) +Z[M1]st zk[ ]s Z]tlk( apf

)
)|

)
A I (o) — VLS T (7 ]
)
A I (o) — IVl T (7 ]
)

ab;cd - cd,ba —
+ma jbﬁl l[M2]st kz[[( )]s RYRA kl( ) + Z[Ml]st zk[[( )]t kl;s ]z(r

3)1ab,cd — ba;cd -
M PN () — (Ml ] (7 m]

where we define the tensors relative respectively to the integration over g and

dl Y - Y - A~ Slbymil A A 1a 1c
[Ml]gf,ik = 5 Z Y[blvml]Y[_blv_ml]/dp es[bl’ l]psptbL@'bl,k (7951)
(b1 )
dl - - . A S[by,ma]
(M5 s = B > Y[blamlly[—bla—mﬂ/dﬂ@ pspeby ;ms . (79b)
(b1,m1)
dl T N - ~ 5'[51 mil A A . a c
M)t = 30 VIbuai]V[=by, —xi] [ dp S p pamt s, (79¢)
(Blvlﬁl)

—

[[(1 3)]“b sed (T — 75) /d2R 0Os Vab (R — Fa)atv(?)l,kl<é —73) (80a)

s,i7;t,kl
IV o = 7) = [ R OV 5 (F = )G (R = 75) (80b)
(L] (P = 7) = [ R 0,955 = 705 (5 = 7) (800)

where all the above expressions are symetric in «, 3. We have used that all
derivatives of the potentials V' and G are odd.

19



To proceed, we thus have to (i) perform the integral over ]%,, i.e calculate
explicitly the tensors I 53 (ii) perform the integral over p, i.e calculate ex-
plicitly the tensors M o3, and finally (iii) contract all the tensors in (78).
If this final contraction can be cast into contributions to the initial poten-
tial V2°(), GP(F), this will prove the renormalizability of the present vector
Coulomb gaz to one loop.

3.3.1 Integration over R

We focus on the tensors I; o3, which are all integral of double products of
gradients of V| G. These integrations are conveniently done in Fourier space,
and we start by obtaining Fourier representation of these potential’s gradients
: with the definition of the projectors PL( 1) = ¢;q; and Pg(cj) =0ij — Gi¢; =
€1 PL(G), we obtain, from the deﬁnltlon

d*q oo 2T
ab i q.r ab pL ab pT
Vb (K, ) (7) :/—(%)2 (1—¢'7 )—q2 (K1 — Ko)™ Pl + (Ki + K»)™ P

] tj

(81)
the expression or its gradient
ab : ab ab *q ig7s pLy A
85‘/(1)71-].(77&) = —2m [(Kl - KQ) 5ik5jl + (K1 + KQ) Eikejl} /W € ?sz(Q)
: @7 iqrdsqed
ab iq.7 1S
= _ori cijkl(Kl,Kz)/ i O (82)
Similarly, using the equality (65) the second gradient reads
ab )\‘:D ab
8SQU (F) (5 Estat Z]<1 0) + Em]a V (K5,K6) (83)
: 7 i
= —2@7‘(‘[ or 5 estczgkl(l O) +€mj58tczmkl(K57K6)‘| / (27‘(‘)2 e q—éplﬁ
(84)
a dz(f g7 dedrdl
QZDZkal st/ (27T)2 et tq4 (85>
where we have defined
Cifa(K1, Ky) = (K — K3)™6ubj + (K1 + K2)™ (0100 — 6adj1) (86)
A
D;ljbkl st — 2;?_5 €st [5’Lk‘5jl + 51]5]91 5il5jk] (87)

+ EmjOst {(K5 — K) "0 0mi + (K5 + K6)™ (8im0r — 5il5mk>}
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With this representation, the integrals I; o 3 are expressed as

[[(1 3)]csuszcc£ ji(To — 75) = —4mC (K, K2)Ck‘lpq<K3’ K4)Qmnpast (To = 75)

ijmn ( )
88
1)yab;ed — — a c N _,
[[2( )]s,ij;t,kl(,ra - Tﬁ) 4W2C@]2¢Ln(K17 K2)Dk?lpq tuanpCISU(TCV - Tﬁ) (89)
ab;cd — — a c N N
[[3]s,ij;t,kl (TO& o ﬁ) 47T2D2]bmn suDk?lpq tUanpq,uv (Ta o Tﬁ) (9())

where we have defined the integral

Quimner(Ta = 7) = [ &R /

8@8,@8 On /

/ &2q 0 (o)t (Frp) S BDG T
(27r) a*(¢')*

eiq“-%*fﬁ) (91)

Using the Schwinger representation, the last integral yields :

d?’q 1 ... d2 1 oo -2
/_q = / / duyde 1 CHIT — P o (92)
(2m)2 ¢® 6 12 Jo 27mu

The differenciation of the gaussian up to order 6 is now straigthforward :

o° Ao
050,0,0,0,n0ry (e_ET ) = l‘A35st5kl5mn + c.p.(15terms)
sYt mUn
+ A* 13740k10mp + c.p.(45terms)

— A% 11710 + c.p.(15terms)

+ AS rsrtrkrlrmrn] e 2" (93)

where ¢.p. means circular permutation of the indices (the number of corre-
sponding permutated terms is indicated). Finally, using [5° duufe™* = T'(3 +
1), we find :

1 . r? 1
12 x Qstklmn(fj :16—7TEZ <_m> 5st5k15mn + 8_7T Ts’rt(skl(;mn-

1 1
- ASAA Aémn ASAA AAmn M- 94
i PsPePily + = - FsPi Tk + (C.p.) (94)

In this expression L stands for an IR cut-off. We will use the following asymp-
totic limit for the exponential integral[6] : Fi(—z) ~ v + In(z) in the limit
x — 0. The expressions (86,87,94), together with the contractions formula
(88,89,90) constitute our final explicit expressions for the integrals I; 5 3.

21



3.3.2  Integration over p

The invariance under 27/3 rotations of the integrals in M 5 3, defined in eq.
(79), ensures that these tensors are isotropic, provided that the fugacity of
a vector charge Y[B, m| is constant under any rotation of the charge B, m
(in particular, this implies Y[b,m] = Y[~b, —i]). Using this isotropy, we
decompose the tensors M; 23 according to”

(My)%5 4 = dl (T% = T0°) Topar + ToTr) 5 w=1,3 (95)
iMo)% 5, = di ((T5° = T5°) Usar + T5Usrir) (96)

and where we used the definitions of the symetric and antisymetric tensors

Tst,ik - 5st ik Tst,ik = 5si5tk + 5t’i58k? (97)

Ust,ik = 5st€ik ; Ust,ik = 5sk€it + 5tk€is (98)

By using (note the unusual definition of the trace) :

Tr(AB) = Y Asik Btk (99)
st,ik

Te(T?) = 4, Te(TT) = 4, Te(TT) = 12, (100)

Tr(U?) = 4, Te(U?) = 12, Te(UU) = 4, (101)

we obtain the formal expression for the coefficients I'%¢, % -

il = iTr(TMgC) ;o w=1,3 (102a)
diTae = —%Tr(TMgC) + éTr(TMgC) c w=1,3 (102b)
dAirse — iTr(UMgc) (102¢)
diTee = —éTr(UMgc) + éTr(UMgc) (102d)

9 The tensor U and U arises as can be seen e.g. by expanding the definition of M2
to first order in K¢ which yields tensors of the form (in the case m.b = 0)

A 1
Z/dppsptbimk <(p.m)(p.bl) - §m.bL>
bm
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with

Te(T M) _% > Y2[b, m)(b*.5°) / dp €Sl (103a)
(b,m)
Te(TM) =dl Y V2[b, )] / dp S8 (554 (p.5°) (103b)
(b,m)
Tr(UMe) = —%l : Y2[b, m] (6% .7 / dp el (103c)
(5.
Te(TM) = —di S Y?[b, i) / dp S [(p.5 ) (pite)] (103d)
(5.
Tr(TMS) _% 3" Y2[b, m](m ) / dp 5ol (103e)
(5.
Te(TMe) =di S Y[b, )] / dp 3B (5.7 (pa7e) (103f)
(b,m)

Te(T M) — Te(T M) = miac dl Y Y?[b, ] / dp eg[gﬁl) (104)
&

Tr(T M) — Tr(T ML) = 8[26 dl Y Y?[b, ] / dp 65[3”4) (105)
(b,m)

Tr(U M) — Tr(UME) =

L3 vb,m) / dp S| (106)
(

3.3.83  Final contraction of tensors

With the above expressions for the M and [ tensors, we can now explicitly per-
form the contractions of eq. (78). This tedious task is performed using math-
ematica. We find that the result can be cast in the same form as the original
interaction with changes dK; in the couplings : this proves the renormalizabil-
ity of the model to order Y2. Additional constants are produced which correct
fugacities to cubic order in Y. The result of these contractions is presented in
the following section.
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4 Resulting RG equations for the general model

In this Section we collect and analyze the RG equations for the fugacity vari-
ables Y'[b, m] and the matrices K;, i = 1,..6, which parameterize the general
VECG model defined by the action (58).

4.1 Scaling equations for the fugacities

The equations (63,70) provide the full equations for the fugacities :

. - 1 _»a a —>a 2 a N a a o
0,Y[b,m] = (2 b (b DK 4 memP K5 + 2im! eijblj’»KE)b)) Y[b, m]

+ Z A(Bl,rﬁl);(gg,rﬁg)y[bh m, Y [by, my]  (107)
(B1,1011 )+ (b2, i2)=(b,11)

where the numerical factor A = i, 5 is defined in egs. (71) and (72)

But Gty = | 4P exp(SI(B, 10 ); (o, i) (108)
with the action S[(by, m;): (b, m,)] given by (66) with p = aj
S[(by, 1y ); (be, o)) = — K5 H (p)-bh — K§"m{. H (p).mmi}
+i(me.be + mg.Bg);—i@(ﬁ)
—ikg (mi.H(p).bht +ms. H(p).by") (109

The evaluation of the coefficients A(61 1) (Ba 1) 19 model dependent. For the
models considered here, it will be performed in subsequent publication.

4.2 Scaling equations for the couplings matrices

The RG equations for the coupling constants K; are obtained by performing
the tensors contractions of eq. (78). The resulting expression is displayed in
the appendix B. Here we show that their structure can be further simplified
by introducing the new couplings p; defined by:

P1 = 2w (Kl + KQ) ;P2 = 2w (Kl - KQ) (110)
P3 =27 (K3+K4) ; p4:27T(K3—K4) (111)
P5 = 27 <K5 + KG) ;P = 2 <K5 - KG) . (112)
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In the general case the p; (and the I'; and T below) are commuting replica
matrices. Quite remarkably, the 6 scaling equations (B.1) decouple into two
independent set of 3 equations for the groups pi, ps, pg, and ps, p3, Ps:

opr = — Flp% + fﬂﬁ + 2I'9p1ps + 2f2p1()\¢ + ps)

+T3(A] +p5) + Ts(Ag + )’ (113a)
Oips =+ F1()\§> +p5) — T'1(As — p6)® + 2D2paps — 202 (A — po)pa

- ngi - f‘3pi (113b)
Ops = — T'ip1pe + T1pa(ps — Ag) + (K2 + f2)(—)\§> + p§ — P1pa)

— Dspaps — Tspa(Ag + ps) (113c)

and

Opa = — T1pa — Tupa + 209pspy — 20a(Ng + ps)p2

+T3(A] + p3) — Ts(Ag + ps)° (114a)
Oip3 = + F1(>\i +p2) + 1~ﬂ1(>\i — p5)* + 20ap3ps + 21;2(% — Ps5)P3

— I3p3 + Lapj (114b)
Oips = — L'ipaps + f1p2()\¢> —ps) + (T2 — fz)(—)\i + i — paps)

— Dapsps + Ts(Ag + ps)ps. (114c)

where the T'; and T; were defined in (102, 103). Their flow equation can be
deduced from the fugacity RG equation given in the previous section.

In addition these equations possess remarkable symmetries. The following
transformation:

P1 <> P2, D3 <> Pa, P5 < Pe (115a)
I, >0, — —Tyi=1,...3. (115b)

exchanges these two groups. In terms of the Coulomb gas couplings, it corre-
sponds to Ky — —Ky; Ky — —Ky4; K — —Kg. It can be viewed formally as a
7/2 charge rotation (b, m) — (b, %) in the original action. This means that
a model where the signs of K5, K4, K¢ are simultaneously changed is the same
(up to an immaterial global rotation) with the same fugacities.

The second symmetry is the previously discussed electromagnetic duality. It
operates inside each of these groups, i.e the RG equations are invariant under:

Pi=ps i Pi=p1 o Po=—De (116a)
Py=ps 5 Dy=D2 ; DPs=—Ds (116b)
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5 Resulting RG equations for the Elastic Models

We now focus on the models defined at the beginning of the paper, i.e. an
elastic lattice with dislocations in presence of a substrate, which can include a
periodic modulation and/or a substrate with quenched disorder. At the bare
level these models do not span the whole space of the six K; (considered in
the previous Section) but only a ”3 dimensional” subspace of Coulomb gases
(called below the ”elastic sub-manifold”). Indeed these models correspond to
the same definitions (51) of the couplings constants K; (resp. replica matrices)
in terms of the elastic constants (resp. matrices) c11, cgs, 7. We find, and this is
one of the main results of the paper, that this sub-manifold, i.e. the definitions
(51), is preserved by the RG flow. We emphasize that this property is far from
obvious, and cannot be easily inferred from the structure of the RG equations
(B.1) of the full Coulomb gas, without any knowledge of the definitions (51).

5.1 Stable elastic sub-manifold

Let us start by expressing the coupling constants/matrices p; in terms of the
elastic constants/matrices. The constants from the first group read

4a?
P1 = 27T<K1 + KQ) = TOCG6<CH — C66)CI117 (117)
ps = 2m(K5 — Ky) = TG4 |21, (118)
= C
pe = 2m(Ks — Kg) = ao| G| (26ﬁ — 1> . (119)
11

Note that these 3 constants depend only on c¢j1, cgs, and not on ~. These
equations can be inverted into

Ci11 = T|C_jl‘2p21 ) Ceg — . (120)

We recall that A\, = a0|§1|.

The scaling of v (together with cg6) is described by the second group of cou-
plings :

4a2
P2 = 27T(K1 — KQ) = ?00667(066 + ’)/)_1, (121)
ps = 21 (K3 + Ky) = T|G1|*(ces +7) ", (122)
Ds I27T(K5—|—K6) :ao‘GlKC% —’}/)(0664—’)/)71, (123)
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which are inverted into

T|G,| A T|G| Ay —
|G| ¢+P5’ Loy |G1] Mg p5. (124)
2ay D3 2ay D3

Ce6 =

From these considerations we find the equations defining the ”elastic sub-
manifold”.

X5 — Vs = Piba. (125a)
Ny = 3 = paps. (125b)
(Ap +p5) (Ao — ps) = P1ps, (125¢)

The last relation is obtained by equating the relation (124) with (120). The

—

second is nothing but the first, after the /2 rotation symmetry (b,n) —
(bt,m*%). These equation also imply:

(Mo +26)(As —p5) =pops 3 (ps —p6)° = (p1 —p2)(ps —pa)  (126)

It is now simple to check that the ”elastic manifold” (125) is preserved by the
RG. For the two first conditions it is straightforward, and for the third one
can show and use that:

P10ip3 + p30ip1 + (Ag + ps5)0ips — (Ap — p6)Oips = 0 (127)

We can now write the RG equations restricted to this subspace. Using the
above expressions of the p; in terms of the elastic matrices, we obtain the
main result of the paper:

-\ 2a?
81(011 — 066) = — (Fl — 2P1) ?0 (011 — 066)2 (128&)

~ — ~ 1 =
—+ (F2 — 2F2) 2&0‘G1| (CH — 066) + (Fg + 2F3) §T|G1|2
202 |GL [T

81066 = — 1—‘1?0026 — F22a0|él|066 + Fg (128b)
~ 2a3 9
Oy = — (F1 + 2F1) T
. . N B
+ (T + 23 2a0|Gh |y + (T's — 2I's) STIGH (128c¢)

where the I'; and T; were defined in (102, 103). Their explicit calculation and
analysis of the resulting equations, in the specific models, go well beyond this

paper.
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5.2 symmetries

Let us comment the symmetries of these equations. They are invariant under
the transformation:

= Chs =7 (129)
0,66 = Cgp (130)
v = e — Ces- (131)

which, as noted above, results from invariance under a /2 charge rotation
(115). It means that if (c1,(1), ces(1), v(1), Yy[b, m]) is a solution of the RG flow,
then (¢},(1), ¢(1), 7' (1), Yi[b, m)) is also a solution. The self-adjoint manifold
corresponds to Ky = Ky = Kg = 0, i.e. v = ¢11 — ¢g¢ which corresponds
to an isotropic elastic energy and interaction between charges. It is a family
of conformally invariant VECG. Examples have been studied in [14] (electric
case) and in [4].

Similarly, the electromagnetic duality (116) is written as

T2|G, 2
CIH — 6236 = 74{ 21| 1/(C11 — 066) (132)
Qg
T2|él|2
Co = da2 1/ces (133)
T2|él|2
I = 1/~. 134
1 (134)

It means that if (c11(1), ces(1),v(1), Yi[b,m]) is a solution of the RG flow, then

(¢l (D), (D), v' (1), Yy[mt bt]) is also a solution. Hence there is a self-dual
submanifold invariant by the flow, defined by:

C11 — Ce6 = Ce6 = Y = T|@1|/(2a0) (135)

Yi[b,m] = Vi[m", b"] (136)

In the space of elastic constants this self-dual point forms a ”"line” as T varies.

This manifold is clearly included in the ”conformal submanifold” ¢;; —cgg =
defined above (it obeys K1 = K3, Ko = —K;, =0, Ky = Kg =0 ).

6 Conclusion

To conclude, we have shown how to derive the RG equations of pinned two di-
mensional defective solids from generalized “elastic” electromagnetic Coulomb

28



gases with vector charges, defined in (52,54). These RG equations were ob-
tained to lowest order in the charge fugacity, and displayed in full generality
in appendix B. They involve, in addition to charge fugacities, six elastic coeffi-
cients (or replica matrices in the disordered case). We found that they decou-
ple in two independent sets of simpler equations (113) and (114) which obey
two additional symmetry relations. We found that these general equations ex-
hibit a restriction to only three scaling elastic coefficients, corresponding to
the initial pinned elastic models, which we showed to be preserved under the
RG flow. This provides our final result : eqgs. (128) which is still sufficiently
general to include all known cases, e.g. the scalar electromagnetic Coulomb
gas[17], the scalar vector Coulomb gas describing the melting transition of 2D
elastic solids[15], together with various extensions, e.g. the melting transition
of pinned 2D solids [7]. Their detailed analysis is the subject of a separate
publication.
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A Two dimensional dislocations

In this appendix, we derive the displacement field corresponding to a finite
density of 2D edge dislocations (and of disclinations) in the presence of a
coupling to a substrate. We present it here for sake of completeness, and to
clarify the notations used in this paper.

We consider a 2D isotropic elastic lattice coupled to a periodic substrate ac-
cording to H = 1 [ d*F 2pu?; + Mujy, + (e;;0;u5)?. Without dislocations, the
phonon displacement field u is single valued and satisfies €;;0;0;u = 0. Using
this property, we can show that (apart from boundary terms)

/ €;0iu;)? 2/ ukk

which implies that the coupling constant to the subtrate  can be incorporated
in new Lamé coefficients A = A — 2y and i = p + v and thus is not a new
independant elastic constant of the lattice :

=3 /d27’ 2puul; + Mujy, + 0% = /d2F 2(p+ y)ui; + (A= 27)ui, (A1)

This transformation can also be written as ¢y — €11 = ¢11, g — Co6 = Co6+Y-
As we will see, the appearence of dislocations breaks this symmetry.

The local equilibrium condition for the hamiltonian (A.1) H = u; % M;; * u;
reads

OH
3ui

=0= Mij X uj = 2,u 8ju¢j + A &ukk + ’)/Ejiémnajamun =0 (AQ)

Only for non singular fields does the matrix M;; reduce to : M;;(q) = ¢*[(2f1+
)\)PL + ,uPT] where we have use the modlﬁed Lamé Coefﬁments introduced
above.

Since dislocations correspond to topological singularities of the lattice, they
induce multi-valued displacement fields u;. Hence if we want to formulate the
problem of the determination of their displacement field as a classical elasticity
problem, we need to split the displacement field u; into a multi-valued part u;
and a smooth component u; : u; = u; + ;. The field u; provides the necessary
multi-valueness : uf = b; ¥ 2= where b(7) = X, 6(r — rq)b, is the dislocations
density. Using 0;® = —e€;,0,G, we find the contribution of uf to (A.2) :

30



5 1
— —E@jeik + ble]k)ﬁk(}’ <A3>

ij

= [i = —M;j xu; = —2p Ojug; — X Qjugy, — V€5i€mn 0Oy, (A.4)
1 N -
= 5b; (i = 2v)endi0h + (A + 27)e;x0:0% ) G (A.5)

We are now facing a classical elasticity problem consisting of finding the re-
sponse of an isotropic 2D lattice under a local force f? : M * u, = f7, which
can be inverted in Fourier transform as

a(q) = M;;* (a) f;(q)

with

1 1 1
q° 2n+ A H
and
£ = =b;((fi — 27)en Pk + (A + 29)e;P).

We end up with a displacement field u given by
+ H

Using the approximate Fourier transform

2q -1 1 rir; 1
/ el _2P£ = —— (51] Inr + T,QJ - 551] + C((b))

(2m)? q 47
and the relation €;,7;7 = €77, + €, we obtain the result :
b (=B + A i+ N (i —
P = 2—] (M . 7~( . )Eij In(r) + <M~ }(M = W)ijHm> : (A7)
™\ A2a+A) fi(2fi + A)

Thus the total displacement field due to a density of dislocations b is u; =

1
%sz * b;j where

(€11 — Ce6)(Cos — )

C11Ce6

¢11 + Ceo)

.
G(r) = 8,0(r) + 8=

— € 1n(r) +
C11C66 i ()

Eij ik (T )
(A.8)
This expression reduces to the known formula[8] without any coupling to the
substrate v = 0. We also realize that in the presence of dislocations, this
coupling v can no longer be incorporated into renormalized elastic coupling :

its corresponds to a third independent constant.

To obtain the effective interaction between the dislocations, we first express the

strain tensor corresponding to a collection of dislocations : u;;(q) = uj;(q) +
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@;;(q) where, using (A.3)

s » q
ujj(a) =i (bjew + bi€ji) 2;2 (A.9)
and from (A.6)
_ b (2 +4y L =2y L
. = —j—0 = P i i) P | - Al
Usj (a) 22(]2 < 2%+ A €Rdil, + ~ (€quZ + equ]) 1k (A.10)

Now plugging this strain tensor into the elastic energy and using

Uz‘j(Q)ufg‘(—Q) = —bi(q)b;(—q) <5z‘j + Pz?) )

~ 2 ~ 2
9%+ 4 9
) prao (22 pr
20+ A [

tij(q)ui;(—q) = —2—22 <ﬂ 127> bi(a)b;(—aq) PL

fi
~ 2
1 20+ 4
ns(@ua(—a) = 35 (2= 55 ) nia-ard

we obtain the desired result :

1 4ry? A+ N) +92)
H :/—bi bi(—q) |~ P + ) pr Al
= [ peahiah Q)lc% ;AN by (A1)
472

1 A — ces) + 472
:/ﬁbZ<Q)b]<—q)l u PZ?_'_ C66(Cll C66) ~
q 44 i

C11

Piﬂ (A.12)

Note that another method to obtain this interaction, incorporating in partic-
ular the contribution of disclinations, is to use the so called Airy functions[8].
However it does not provide the displacement field, necessary in the present
case.

B Renormalization Group Equations for the Full Model

In this appendix, we present the RG equations for the full VECG. In these
expression, the couplings K;, I'; and I'; are commuting replica matrices.
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QK" = —2xTy (K7 + K3) + 471 K1 K

- Ag
+47TP2 (K1K5 _KQKﬁ) —47TF2 <K1K6 K2K5 K2 )

(27)

(2
)\ 2
+2nls [ K2+ KZ + <—¢> ) 47T < K5K6> (B.1a)
QK" = —AxT K, K + 20Ty (KT - K3)

~ A
+ 47TF2 (K2K5 — KlKﬁ) + 47TF2 <K1K5 — K2K6 + K1 (2;?_))

A A\
— 4T3 K5 Kg + 2705 <K2 + K; + 2K (2¢) (ﬁ) ) (B.1b)

A\ 5 A
alKgb — +27TF1 (KSQ +K62 + (%) ) +47TF1 <K5K6) K6<2¢)>

3 A
+ 47Ty (K3 K5 + Ky Kg) — 4T <K4K5 + K3Ks — Ky ® %)
— 27Ty (K§ + Kf) + 47T K3 K,y (B.1c)

a 2 A\ A
61K4b = +47TF1K5K6 + 27TP1 ((@) — 2K5% + K52 + Kg)

~ Ag
+ 47TF2 <K4K5 + K3K6) - 47TF2 <K3K5 K3 (2 )

— 4T3 K3 Ky + 2715 (K§ — Kf) (B.1d)

+ K4K6>

. Ao
QKL =271 (KoK — K1 K5) + 2714 (—%KQ K K¢+ K2K5>

A 2

+ 27T, (— <(2—¢)> + K2+ K2 — K K3+ K2K4)
L

— 27Tf‘2 (KgKg — K1K4 + 2K5K6)

- Ag
— 27TF3 (K3K5 + K4K6) + 27TF3 K4 (2 )

@

—+ K3K6 —+ K4K5 (Ble)
alKgb = 2rl, (K2K5 - KlKG) + 277'I~11 K, — K1 K5+ Ko K

+ 27TF2 <K2K3 — K1K4 + 2K5K6)

. A )2
— 27Dy (— <<2—jr’)> + K24+ K2 — K K3+ K2K4)

- Ap
- 27TF3 <K4K5 + K3K6) + 27TF3 (Kg

2t Ky K + K4K6> (B.1f)
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